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L’Osservatore Lancastriano
President's Message
Cari Amici,
This is my last message to you as President of the Lancaster Italian Cultural Society. I can tell you it has been a
pleasure to serve as your President for the past two years.
I would like to thank you for your participation in all LICS events, social functions, and fundraisers. They were all a
lot of fun, as well as rewarding. I especially enjoyed meeting new people with great ideas and who made
suggestions to make LICS better. Thank you many times over.
I am grateful to have had officers, board members, chairpersons and committees, and a newsletter editor who
worked faithfully and diligently. Everyone made the President’s job a lot easier.
The Ladies' luncheons, the Italian classes and the wine tastings were enjoyable
and well attended. The next event is the bus trip on Sunday, March 6, 2016 to
Atlantic City. I am sure it will be a great time for all who attend.
The Winter Picnic and Election Meeting will be held on Sunday, March 13,
2016 and I'll pass the gavel on to the next group of officers and board of directors.
I ask that all members give them your cooperation and assistance.
A new event, the "Spring Dance" will take place on Saturday, April 2, 2016 at
the Acorn Farms in Mount Joy.
Please check the enclosed flyers for more details about these events.
Mille grazie! I will always be grateful for all your help.
Ciao Amici e Sempre Amici,
Charlie

*************************
ITALIAN ARCHITECTURE
Italy is known for many contributions to the world stage, several of which are its famous styles of architectural
design. The most celebrated are: Classical Roman, Renaissance, Baroque, and Neoclassical styles. The
architectural style of Italy began with the ancient Etruscans and Greeks, and further progressed into classical Roman
during the Renaissance, and then evolved into the Baroque Era.
The architecture of ancient Rome adopted the elements of Greek architecture around the 2nd century BC, thereby
giving birth to an altogether different architectural style. The use of vaults and arches in their architecture, combined
with their sound knowledge of building materials, enabled the Romans to create some of the greatest masterpieces
of Italian architecture. The Coliseum, along with the aqueducts of Rome, the Baths of Diocletian, and the Baths of
Caracalla are excellent examples of this.

1

ST. PETER'S BASILICA
The concept of "basilica" was invented in Italy during the Early Christian Age. Old St. Peter's Church (constructed
around 364 AD on the site believed to be St. Peter's grave) is one of the first notable Christian basilicas of record.
Byzantine architecture appeared and was widely spread in Italy with the
fall of the Western Roman Empire in 476 AD. The Byzantines kept the
Roman architecture style intact, but added a slight Eastern twist. Their
monuments had a flatter dome and used more gilded mosaics and icons
instead of statues. The world famous Saint Mark's Basilica in Venice is a
spectacular example of the Byzantine architecture in Italy. The
Romanesque movement that occurred from 800 AD to 1100 AD,
produced some of Italy's best masterpieces. The Leaning Tower of Pisa
and the Basilica of Sant'Ambrogio in Florence were built during this
period.
The Renaissance in the 15th century is considered the golden period of Italian architecture. Architects like Filippo
Brunelleschi, Leon Battista Alberti, Donato Bramante, and Andrea Palladio made great contributions to Italian
architecture and are admired to this day. St. Peter's Basilica in the Vatican is considered to be the greatest
achievement of this period. It was designed principally by Donato Bramante, Michelangelo, Carlo Madermo and
Gian Lorenzo Bernini and remains one of the two largest churches in the world
(the other is the Basilica of Our Lady of Peace in Yamoussoukro in Cote d'voire
in the Ivory Coast). Other significant monuments built during this period include
the Florence Cathedral, The Basilica of San Lorenzo, The Basilica of
Sant'Andrea, The Medici Riccardi Palace, and The Villa Rotonda.
Italy proudly boasts of 95,000 monumental churches, 40,000 forts and castles,
30,000 historical residences with 4,000 gardens, 36,000 archives and libraries,
20,000 historical cities and towns, 5,600 museums and archaeological sites, and 1,500 convents.
******************************************
NOTICE OF CLOSING OF THE HONORARY CONSULATE GENERAL IN BALTIMORE, MD
On Friday, December 11th, 2015, the Honorary Italian Consulate General in Baltimore was closed by order of the
Republic of Italy. All matters relating to the Italian Government will now be handled by the Consulate General of
Italy in Philadelphia.
*****************************************
Gesino's Italian Specialty Store Opens in Lancaster
On November 11th, LICS member Gesino Sgro opened an Italian Specialty
Store at 945 North Plum Street. Mayor Rick Gray was on hand for the ribbon
cutting, along with about 100 invited guests. The store offers imports, mostly
from Calabria, and has many hard to find Italian items.
Gesino had previously founded Bacco Wines and Spirits at a warehouse at the
same site and imports Italian and Spanish wines for distribution throughout the
United States.
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MEMBERS CORNER

Benvenuto (Welcome):
Walter and Ann Pugliese Burkhart
Ronald and Dolores Heiser
Gerald and Debra McDonald

Dennis and Cindy McVey
Charles Tomasetti
Please contact Anita Bomberger for
membership information (569-2724)

Bravi (Well Done):
Katherine Commale, the 15 year old great granddaughter of Jennie and Quirino DiCola, for raising over $300,000
for Nothing But Nets, an organization providing bed nets to 3rd world countries in an effort to end Malaria.
Mary DiLazzaro graduated from Ithaca College in May with a Bachelor's Degree in Exercise Science. She also took
several Italian classes and was an Italian tutor for 2 years. Her parents are Joe and Vicki DiLazzaro.
On January 5th, Adam Witkonis was sworn in as District Judge for the 4th and 8th Wards of Lancaster City. He is the son
of Marie Witkonis.

Congratulazioni (Congratulations to):
Antonio Cerase, USA (Ret), on his election to President of the Military Officers Association of America.
Sam and Dena Lombardo for the naming of the new Welcome Center in their honor at Millersville University.
Luke and Megan Dunn on the birth of a son, Miles Benjamin, on November 18th. His great grandmother is Maria
Galanti.
John and Susan Garofola on celebrating their 50th Anniversary on November 25th.
Jay and Aubrey Provanzo on the birth of a son, Jordan Scott, on January 6th. Frank and Linda Provanzo are his
grandparents.

Rapida Convalescenza (Get Well):
David Feruzza
Linda Hilton
Condoglianze (Condolences):
Joseph Segro on the passing of his mother, Splendora "Penny" Segro.
Quirino and Jennie DiCola on the passing of his aunt, Nancy Carello.
Bill and Roseann Bozochovic on the passing of his sister, Agnes Gehris.
EDITOR'S NOTE

For the past 6 years, it has been my pleasure to serve as editor of L'Osservatore Lancastriano, the official newsletter of the Lancaster
Italian Cultural Society. However, this issue will serve as my last one as your editor.
I certainly enjoyed all of the time spent researching and writing for the Society and I sincerely hope you enjoyed reading the various
articles as much as I enjoyed writing them.
I would like to thank the editorial staff, my wife (Karen) and Ann Marie Petrone, for all the hard work they put into the newsletter as well
as that of the officers and board members over the years.
I will assist for the May newsletter unless a new editor is found. If any member would like to fill this role, please contact Rudy
DeLaurentis (392-0606) to discuss.
Grazie,
Jim Lombardo
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2016
CALENDAR FOR MEETINGS AND EVENTS
(Subject to Change)
Sunday, March 6th
Sunday, March 13th
Saturday, April 2nd
Sunday, May 15th
Friday, June 24th
Sunday, September 11th
Sunday, October 9th
Saturday, October 15th
Sunday, November 13th
Sunday, December 11th

Bus Trip
Election Meeting/Winter Picnic
Spring Dinner Dance
Scholarship Meeting and Program
Dancing Under the Stars
Summer Picnic
Vendemmia
Annual Spaghetti Dinner/Fundraiser
General Meeting and Program
Christmas Party

Atlantic City
Maple Grove
Acorn Farms
Conestoga Country Club
Liederkranz
Liederkranz
Delaware
St. John Neumann
Leiderkranz
Eden Resort Inn

BOARD OF DIRECTORS' MEETINGS--TUESDAYS, 6:30 PM
February 9th (St. John Neumann)

April 12th
June 14th
August 9th
October 11th
December 13th

Annual Christmas Party
Submitted by Rudy DeLaurentis

Christmas is a time for family and friends to gather and
celebrate. The LICS Christmas party honored that tradition at the
Eden Resort on December 13th.
The banquet room was beautiful with the large chandeliers and
the tables beautifully set. Bravi to Ann Marie Petrone and her
Committee for an outstanding job of organizing and decorating
the event.
This year’s well deserved Italian-American award went to Anita
Bomberger for her outstanding contributions to LICS and her
volunteerism to the community. Anita was surprised and grateful
for the honor and standing ovation.
The next part of the afternoon featured singer entertainer, Chris
Poje. Chris, a retired Detective Sergeant in the NYPD, performs
over 100 shows annually. His rendition of the 12 Days of Senior
Christmas, with the help of 12 audience members, was hilarious
and memorable. After that, dancing ensued while Chris belted
out the hits.
When he got to New York, New York, our LICS ladies became
the “Italian Rockettes”, kicking in unison, most of the time,
while we watched and laughed along with them. Now, that’s
entertainment. Hopefully, he’ll be back next year.
(See photos on pages 7-8)

Lancaster Italian Cultural Society Officers
President - Charles Criniti
Phone: 898-0857 JSBCriniti@aol.com
Vice President - Frank Provanzo
Phone: 898-2503 jscotbuild@aol.com
Treasurer- David Ferruzza
Phone: 569-6909 ferruzzad@etown.edu
Secretary - Helen Ebersole
Phone: 393-3663 helenno5@aol.com
Newsletter Committee
James J. Lombardo, Editor
Ann Marie Petrone
Karen J. Lombardo
Board Members
Peter Byrne
Rudy DeLaurentis
Phyllis Eckenroth
Stephen Iovino
Rosemary LaFata
Ann Marie Petrone
John Villella
Dee Viscardi
Past President
Jeannie Hubbs
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Webmaster
Rudy DeLaurentis

Millersville University Honors LICS Members Sam And Dena Lombardo
Lancaster Italian Society members Sam and Dena Lombardo are well known in the greater Lancaster community
for their business success and for their generosity to the community, especially Millersville University.
Sam and Dena have been generous contributors to many causes such as Millersville's Winter Visual and Performing
Arts Center and, in the community, have financially supported programs involving children and education in the
greater Lancaster area including, the Lancaster Cleft Palate Clinic, Schreiber Pediatrics, the Clinic for Special
Children and Franklin and Marshall College.
In 2007, the Millersville University conferred on Sam an honorary
Doctor of Letters Degree for his interest in and support of University
causes.
This year, his philanthropic attitude resulted in a very large gift of $1.2
million to help build a Net-Zero Energy Building on the campus. This
building will serve as the Welcome Center for the University and, in
gratitude, the University will name the building the "Lombardo
Welcome Center".
Like so many other self made individuals, Sam came from a humble
Italian beginning, served the country in Viet Nam and built a business
empire, Benecon, which is listed in the fortune 500. While successful, he remembers his roots and Italian heritage
and supports many of LICS programs.
Congratulations to Sam and Dena and a "thank you" for all the community support.
*************************
Amadeo P. Giannini and the Bank of America
I'm sure most of us remember the movie "It's A Wonderful Life" starring Jimmy Stewart, the film about a banker,
which was directed by Frank Capra. But did you know that the movie was inspired by the real life Italian,
A. P. Giannini, founder of the Bank of Italy, which now is known as the Bank of America!
Giannini learned the value and importance of saving money at an early age. By age 31, he saved enough money to
retire. Almost immediately, the Columbus Savings and Loan Society in San Francisco convinced him to invest his
savings and assets, but he soon discovered that his S & L was loaning only to the rich or business owners, not to the
"little guy" or middle class. After his appeals to the officers to change their policies failed, Giannini raised $150,000
and opened the Bank of Italy, and immediately began loaning to this previously neglected class. In fact, after the
1906 San Francisco earthquake, which destroyed 80% of the city including Giannini's bank building, he salvaged
the money from his bank and set up the business of loaning while working from a plank set across two barrels--and
made loans based on a handshake with a promise to repay!
Eventually, he reached out to the motion picture industry in California. At the time, this industry posed a large risk
to most lenders who avoided doing business with them, but Giannini saw an opening and created a motion picture
loan division. It financed such films as "Gone with the Wind" and "Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs" and went on
to finance Walt Disney's creative ideas into film. Giannini's bank also made it possible for future film icons such as
Charlie Chaplin, Cecil B. DeMille and Frank Capra to start and to build their careers.
Years later, Frank Capra was so inspired that he wrote the script for "It's A Wonderful Life" and based the main
character of George Bailey, the banker who never forgot his roots, on the life of Amadeo P. Giannini. The Bank of
America still exists as one of the largest banking institutions in the world, all started because an Italian-American
had faith in human nature and wanted to help the "little guy" buy a decent home.
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Italian American Citizens Club and its Teen Age Connection
by: James J. Lombardo

Being a teen in 1950's Lancaster meant you were a follower of American Bandstand and you were a member of the
Teen Age Night Club at the Italian American Citizens Club.
The "Italian Club", as it was known, was a fraternal organization established in 1932 to encourage good American
citizenship, promote fellowship among members and aid and assist people of Italian descent living in Lancaster.
The club was located in the 300 block of North Queen Street and had a social quarters with a bar on the first floor
and a banquet hall (The Sorrento Room) on the second floor. It was here on the second floor that the Teen Age
Night Club was formed in the early 1950's.
"Little" Tony Madonna formed the club and served as the disc jockey during its operation. A tailor during the day,
Tony could be found every Friday evening from 7 to 10 pm at the club, spinning records and having fun with the
150 teens who faithfully danced each Friday. Drawing mostly from Lancaster Catholic and McCaskey High
Schools, the teens made the Italian Club a must and eagerly paid their 25 cent admission to jitterbug, stroll, twist and
do the bristol stomp all night long.
The club became so popular that on several occasions, dancers from American Bandstand in Philadelphia made the
trip to Lancaster to mix in with our local teens. Although Dick Clark never made it, some of the names I remember
seeing there were Justine Carelli, Carmen Jiminez, Rosalie Belfante, Kenny Rossi and Arlene (can't remember her
last name). How's that for bringing back memories!
"Little" Tony had contacts as well. He was a personal friend of Perry Como and every year, he would hold a dance
contest at the "Club" with a trip to the Perry Como Show in New York City as the grand prize. I was fortunate to
win one year and made the trip with 5 other teens. We not only met Perry back stage, but we also met some of his
guests including Kim Novak and Tony Curtis, a real highlight of the trip.
The Teen Age Night Club continued into the 1960's before fading away, but those of us who remember will never
forget the good times at the Friday night Italian Club dances.

*************************
FEAST OF ST. JOSEPH
President Criniti wishes to remind us that March 19th is the Feast of St. Joseph. Legend has it that in Middle Age
Sicily, a severe drought was ended when peasants prayed to St. Joseph for intercession and promised a special feast
in Joseph's honor if answered.
The rains came and crops were saved and since then, the feast is celebrated in March and is known as the "Tavola
de San Giuseppe". The "Table of St. Joseph" is often three tiers which symbolize the Holy Trinity. Top tier holds a
statue of St. Joseph with the other two holding food, flowers, pastries and other items honoring St. Joseph and bread
and wine to remember the Last Supper.
This is also the day when the swallows return to Capistrano. This is an interesting story deeply related to St.
Joseph's Feast. Readers should "Google" this to see the relationship and read a very interesting legend--or is it?
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2015 ANNUAL CHRISTMAS PARTY
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SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS
PLACE YOUR AD HERE BY CALLING :
ROSEMARY LA FATA 569-5200
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Lancaster Italian Cultural Society
342 N. Duke Street
Lancaster, Pennsylvania 17602

Address Service Requested

2015 Italian-American of the Year winner announced:
Anita (Battaglia) Bomberger was the recipient of the 2015 Italian-American of the Year
award. The award was presented at the annual Christmas Party held at the Eden Resort on
December 13th. Congratulations to Anita on a well deserved award.

President Charlie Criniti
congratulates 2015 Italian of the Year
award winner, Anita (Battaglia)
Bomberger.
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Previous Italian American of the
Year award winners, Jim Lombardo,
Jennie DiCola and Charlie Criniti with
Anita (Battaglia) Bomberger.

2016 NOMINATIONS FOR LICS OFFICERS AND BOARD MEMBERS
President Charlie Criniti appointed a nominating committee to recommend a slate of officers and
board members to be voted upon at the annual March meeting. The names below represent the
nominating committee report. Please review the candidate names and biographies in order to vote
at the March meeting. Nominations may also be made from the floor at that meeting.

PRESIDENT: Rudy DeLaurentis
Rudy DeLaurentis is a lifelong Lancastrian. His grandparents from his father's side were from Italy. His
Nonna was from Pentedattilo in Reggio, Calabria, and his Nonno was from Ostuni in Pulia. Rudy
remembers going to the Italian American Club with his dad on Sunday mornings where the ladies were
making pizza and meatballs, and all the kids ran around and played, just waiting for a slice of pizza.
Rudy and his wife, Ann, celebrated their 20th wedding anniversary in Venice, Italy in 1998. When he
returned from that trip, he saw a letter to the editor from Al Rossi about not losing the Italian culture.
He called Al, they got together, and plans were laid for what was to become The Lancaster Italian
Cultural Society.
Rudy was the first president of LICS and remembers all the wonderful events, cultural experiences and
friendships that ensued. He served as President (1999-2001), Newsletter Committee (1999-2009),
Decimo (10th) and Quindicesimo (15th) Anniversary Committees and was a member of Sollevare,
the Italian Folk Dance Troupe (2009-2012).
Rudy states, "I am thankful for all of the efforts by the present and past board members who have
faithfully served LICS. I would be honored to serve as president and look forward to working with
members to make our society the best it can be."

VICE-PRESIDENT: Steve Iovino
Steve is Italian from his father's side. This is his first year as an LICS Board Member. He lives in Lititz
with his wife, Judy, and son, Mark. Steve is a retired educator and served as the Principal of Warwick
High School from 1983-1990, Assistant Superintendent of the Red Lion Area School District from 19901998, Superintendent of the Warwick School District from 1998-2006, and the interim Superintendent for
the School District of Lancaster for the 2007-08 school year. He is currently working as an Educational
Consultant for the S.D.O.L. Steve's community involvement includes the following: Board President for
the Heart of Lancaster Hospital Board and Education Chairperson for The Lancaster County Coalition for
Smart Growth.
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SECRETARY: Janice Longer
Janice is pleased to be considered as the Society's secretary. Her experience as an attorney in Lancaster
includes counseling small businesses and non-profit organizations. She is a previous LICS Board member
and Secretary and past Board member of Clare House. Janice's Italian heritage has been important to her
all of her life and is pleased to share the culture with her daughter and husband through travel, cooking
and enjoying the arts. A fan of Opera, she regularly attends performances in Philadelphia and Baltimore.
Janice is looking forward to continuing her association with the Society.

TREASURER: David Ferruzza
David Ferruzza was appointed Treasurer in February 2013, and was elected to a full term in 2014.
Both of David’s parents were born in Petralia Sottano, Provincia di Palermo, Sicilia, and he is a first
generation American. David and his family moved from Germany to Lancaster in 1980 when he retired
from the United States Air Force. Since 1980, he was first Director of Engineering at Clark Filter until
1990, and then a professor of Engineering and Physics at Elizabethtown College, retiring in 2006.
David has enjoyed being LICS Treasurer and wishes to continue serving.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS:
Helen Ebersole
Helen, Italian from her mother's side, has been a member of The Lancaster Italian Cultural Society since
1999. She served for seven years on the Board as Education Chair and started the LICS Italian classes
which she headed for three years. She also served one year as Scholarship Chair and has been the LICS
Secretary from 2013 to the present. In addition, Helen was the Chairperson for the LICS Special Event
5th Year Anniversary and committee member for the 10th and 15th Years and for many Carnevale
celebrations. Helen manifests her love for animals by volunteering and assisting in animal welfare causes.

Rosemary LaFata
Rosemary and family were transplanted to Lancaster in 1969 from Bristol, PA. She is married to Bob for
47 years and they have 2 grown children and 4 grandchildren. Her grandparents on both sides are from
the Marche region of Italy. She has served 3 terms: 2 terms as Secretary and is seeking a 2nd term as
Board Member. She has also served as Advertising Chair for the LICS newsletter. Rosemary has been an
active member for 9 years working on many committees.
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Ann Marie Petrone
Ann Marie Petrone is a native Lancastrian and a second generation Italian-American. Her mother and
grandparents were born in Pentidattilo, Reggio Calabria. Pride in their Italian heritage was foremost to
them, followed by the importance of a good education, strong work ethic and family loyalty. Ann Marie’s
desire is to honor and continue her family’s heritage as an active member of the Lancaster Italian Cultural
Society.
A charter member of LICS since 1999, and on the board of directors for 10 years, Ann Marie has also
served on the Newsletter committee and has been the Hospitality Chairperson for the past 16 years. The
annual Christmas Party, “Decimo Anniversario” (10th) and “Quindicesimo” (15th) are some of the LICS
social events held during these years. Ann Marie would like to continue serving on the board to promote
educational and cultural programs.

Louise Ross
Louise Ross, and her husband, Pete, just celebrated 30 years of living in Lancaster. Pete established
Lancaster Pediatric Dental Associates in 1985 where Louise contributes toward the administration of the
practice. They have two grown daughters, Abbey and Katie. Katie and her husband welcomed their first
child in August.
Louise's grandparents emigrated from Calabria around the turn of the last century. Her father, although
Scotch-Irish, lived the last 40 years of his life in Rome and Florence. Pete's father's family has their roots
in the Campania region of Italy. Together with their own family, friends and ancestors, they have loved
maintaining the traditions, customs and character of a strong Italian foundation in their lives.

Don Spica
Don Spica is originally from South Philadelphia. His father's grandfather is Sicilian and his maternal
grandmother is from Abruzzi. Don is married to Marilyn for 35 years. Her father's family is also Italian.
Lancaster has been their home for the past 31 years. They have 4 children: 2 are married and 2 are in
college. He has been a realtor for Re/Max for 10 years and is an advertiser in the LICS newsletter.
A member of the Society for a few years, Don is looking forward to being on the Board and serving
wherever needed.
Respectfully Submitted by the Nominating Committee:
Ann Marie Petrone, Chairperson
Peter Byrne
Steve Iovino
Dee Viscardi
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